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The Devastation of Aloscow by the French. 
[From Sir R. K. Porter’s Narrative of the Campaign in Russia.] 


N OSCOW, whose magnificence and hospitaliiy had for 
A ages been the admiration of Europe; she who had 
given laws to conquerors and seen nations suing to her for pro- 
lection ; she was fated to be trodden under foot, by a man of 
obscure birth; by a self-crowned despot, iaised by bis own 
daring spirit to the throve of Charlemagne. Not content with 
the power annexed to one diadew, his insatiable ambitioa 
hurried hi: fram west to east, from south to north, to trample 
on the rehts of sovereigns, 2nd to make the liberties of eve ry 
people his prey. The excended territories of iussia, the capi- 
taloi her vast empire, excited bis avidity; and spreaung 
desolaiion iu his path, he entered the ciy of the ‘[zars. 
The palaces and the people at once disappeared ; and 
the scene becaine one spectacle of murder, devastation, and 
famine. 

From the day on which bis imperial majesty fad visited the 
ancient seat of his empire, to suatmon, from the throne of 
his ancestors, bis subjects to give their utmost support 
ageiast the unparalieled aggressions of this war, Count 
Rastapehin, the wulit ry governor of the city, was upremit lng 
in his labours to prepare for the worst. He armed, «nd ore 
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ganised every class of individuals, and issued timely orders for 
he removal of every thing in the capital that might be an ac- 
ceptable spoil ta the enemy. The archives of the empire and the 
nobility, the treasures of the kremiin, and of the public insti- 
tutions, were taken to places of safety. He likewise recom- 
mended to the princes, and ather nobles resident in Moscow, 
that they should transport their valuables to a distance ; and 


~~? 


so, in case of disaster putting the city into the hands of 


the enemy, he m'ght derive no advantage from his con- 
quest. 

Fae destruction of Smolenzk had filled many of the inhabi- 
tants of Moscow with apprehensions for the fate of the ob- 
jects dearest to them; and they lost notime in dispatching their 
wives and families to distant provinces, while they themselves 
rewained, determined to stand by the tombs of their fathers, 
to the last grasp of their lives. Count Rastapehin, whose in- 
trepidity aud personal sacrifiees reflect so muel honour on 
bis patriotism, left nothing unsaid, or example untried, that 
might impart confidence to these disinterestedmen. Whilehe 
frankly acknowledged the situation in which the city stood, 
he declared there was no cause for immediate apprehension ; 
but he pledged himself that should it be imminently en- 
dangered, he would lose not a moment in giving full intima. 
tion to the inhabitants. The feeble, from age and sex, might 
then retire to refuge; while he hoped the citizen, yet 
strong iy manhood, would not require a seeond: call to riage 
himself uader the banners of his sovereign, and to join the 
heroes who were resolved to repel the invader, or to die in the 
contest. 

During these preparations in the imperial city, the French 
continued to advance. They arrived at Dorogobouche, 
Wiazma, and Gchatz, and were even heard of on their way to 
Mojaisk. ‘Fhe effcet of this intelligence, in spite of the pre- 
caullonary encouragewents of Rastapchin, infused an alarm 
ing panic into the women, and weaker characters amongst 
ihe people of Moscow. A thousznd exaggerated reports 
were spread abroud, a thousand idle storics were invented to 
increase the disuray of the fearful; which at last became 
so dangerous as to demand a scrutiny; and then it was 
discovered that, notwithstanding the vigilance of the poliee, a 
band of secret emissarics from the invader had insinuated 
themselves into the circles of the capital, and were the 
primary sources of these appalling fictions. The traitors were 
seized, and sent to repent of their treachery in Siberia; while 
the peaple, who had been teritied by their representauons, 
either withdrew to distant efties, or reposed themselves on the 
word of the governur, toacguatut them whenever danger should 
really approuch. 
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The happy appointment of Prince Koutousoff to be 
commander-in-chief, supported the encouraging promises of 
Rastapchin, and awakened double confidence in the people. 

The battle of Boredino was fought, and the victory wen ; 
bat it was a victory drenched in blood; it was a victory 
that pointed from steep tosteep: terrible were the perils yet to 
overcome. ‘The preservation of the empire depeuded on one 
great decision. The ouward path, in the jadgment of most 
opinions, lay in maintaining the possession of Moscow. 
kKoutousoff found few to coincide with his alternative ; bat he 
had the magnanimity. to throw his whole reputation, the re- 
nown of seventy years, into the scale of his country ; and he 
resolved on sacrificing the capital of the ‘Tzars, to the pre- 
servation of their empire. 

Dispatches to thiseffect were seat to Count Rastapehin. 

The fatal news spread through the whole town. Noihing 
can paint the confusion and distressing scenes which ensued. 
The houses echoed with shrieks and groans. Mothers and 
wives were separating themselves from their sons and husbands, 
who were determined to follow the steps of their governor, 
orto abide in their native city while one stone remained 
on anothers Children were weeping their last adieus to theic 
fathers; and the sick aud the aged refused to be carried away, 
lo die far distant from their paternal altars and their parents’ 
tombs. ‘The streets and the avenues were crowded with carts 
and carriages of all descriptions, filled with old and young: some 
lying progirate, in insensibility after the strnggies of separa- 
non; and others making the air re-echo with their cries 
against the tyrant whose invasion divorced them froin their 
homes. Many thousand wretehed beings whe had not sach 
means of seeking safety, were compelled to fly on foot from 
the expected advance of the pitiless foe. The so lately happy 
city of Moscow, now poured forth trom her agonised bosom 
weeping multitudes of her desolate children. Some fled to 
friends at a distance; others knew not where to go, butsought 
a tefage from the enemy, in the compassionate charity of 
the net alb uwing provinces. Many turned on their steps; some 
women, clinging to the objects of their teuderest vows, found 
# unpossible tu desert the spot which they staid to defend ; and 
many old men, tottered back to their paternal sheds, exciaim- 
my, “ where we were born and nourished, there will we lay us 
down and die !” . 

The final orders of the mili ary governor were given, In 
vain he besought the remnant of the inhabitants he stilt 
saw, to accor mpany his march ; they wept their refusal, but 
were firm; and, the cause of his country forbidding his longer 
delay, he made the signal, and, at the head of forty thousand 
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brave citizens, completely armed, he quitted the city to join the 
army of the commander-in-cbiel, 

The few who new remained, and had strength to assemble 
inone spot; the fecble from age, and the tender from 4ffec. 
tion, the devored patriot, aud the desperate avenger; they met 
iv a ditsle band, determined to expire in the flames of the city, 
raiher chan behold its sacred towers become the bulwarks of 
the sssassins who had desolated their homes, and murdered 





thems peace. 

On the J4th of September, at mid-day, the enemy appeared 
before the walls of Moscow. Elis advaneed guard, under 
the command of Murat and Beauharnois, entered the gates 
with all the pride and pomp of conquest. The troops moved 
towards the kremlin. A part of the self-devoted citizens 
had taken refuge there ; and, closing the gates, desperately 
atiempted its defence by a discharge of their muskets.— 
Feeble were barriers of stone and iron against a host; 
the gates were instantly forced, and the brave victims 
of patriotism massacred upon the floors of their ancient 
fui tress. 

Scarcely had the murderous act been perpetrated when 
the pyres of loyalty were lighted, and Moscow appeared 
atcillerent quarters in flames. The French troops, as they 
poured into the devoted city, bad spread themselves in every 
direction in search of plunder; and in their progress they 
committed outrages so horrid on tue persons of all wnom they 
discovered, that taihers, desperate to save their children-from 
pollu;ion, would set fire to their place of refuge, and finda 
sure: asylum in ts flames. 

Tle streets, the houses, the cellars, flowed with blood, and 
were filled with violation and carnage. Manhood seemed 
to |. lust io the French soldier ; for nothing was to be dis- 
cerned w him but the wild beast ravening for prey ; or rather 
the tiend of bell, glutteviug himself in the commission of 
every horrible crime. The fires lit by the wantonness of 
these marauders, mingled with the burning sacrifices of the 
expiring people ; and the ruffians passed like demons through 
the flames, sacking private dweilings, and public reposie 
tories, and when these yielded no more, they turned theit 
sacrilegious st: ps to the pillage of the churches. The horrors 
of Smolenzk were reacted in the sanctuaries of Moscow.— 
Altars were again soiled with blood ; sacred vessels broken and 
carried away; the relies of saints profaned ; and even the dead 
disturbed, in search of hidden treasures. 

Wiilst tuese enormities were committing, Buonaparte re 
wnained at the barrier leading to the Suiolenzk road, impatiently 
aw iting the circumstance which he had determined should 
precede his triumphant entry into Moscow. He deferred that 
pempeus 
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pompous ceremony until the authorities of the city should 

arrive in deputation to invite his entrance! He looked again 

and again towards its walls ; all seemed busy there, but nothing 

presented itself in the form he expected. Theafternoon came, 

and yet no person. appeared. He thea took the resolution 

of sending a Polish general into the town, to suggest to we 

citizens the desired deputation. The general proceeded on 

his errand ; and enquiring his way of a resident toreigner 

whom chance brought in his path, he was conducted by this 
stranger to the palace which had been the seat of government; 

then tothe police-office, and afterwards to the house of the 
governor-general. In short he made his guide lead him to 

every place where he might have any expectation of meeting a 
pubiie functionary; but the search wasin vain. He returned 
10 Napoleon with the information, that no legal authorities re- 
mained in Moscow ; that the city was already a desert, and 

would soon be a heap of ruins. This was the first time thit 

the tyrant’s expectations had been disappointed in the homage 
he anticipated froma captive city. No farce of a deputa- 
tion, no keys presented, no plandits of the moderation of the 
conqueror, were offered to the advancing Caesar! Not one 
shadow of respect presented itself, worthy a bulletin or a 
Moniteur ! However, the invader of Russia would not quite 
relinquish his preposterous hopes. He flattered himself that on 
the next day the resident foreigners atleast, would collect some 
of the terrified natives, and uniting themselves with them in 
the form of a representation of the city, would foroish him 
with some materials for publishing atriamph. In this expec- 
tation he took up his quarters for that night in the Petrofsky 
palace, about a mile from the St. Petersburgh barrier. The 
wished-for morning broke, the noon succeeded it, and still vo 
trace of acoming deputation could be discerned. Incensed 
at this double disappointment, he at last gave up the expecta- 
tion ; and, giving orders for his guard to proceed, he entered 
the town in sullen silence. Without the beating of drums, the 
discharge of cannon, or any of the parade with which he usually 
gratified the pride of his army, be took possession of the capital 
of the Tzars! The feelings attending the accomplishment of 
this long-anticipated enterprise, were like those of Satan on the 
destruction of paradise. The fiend was received with hisses by 
his damned crew; and the desolator of Russia found no 
other acclaim, even from his own followers, than the shricks 
of the unhappy victims they were immolating to their 
fury. 

He repaired to the kremlin ; and taking possession of the 
great fortress of the empire, with every vengeful passion 
threatening from his countenance, he called around him his 
most confidential officers, and expressed to them his indigta- 
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tion at the manner he had been received. These base satellites, 
teking their tone from his rage, enlarged on the opposition his 
goiiers had to queliiu the town ; and prouounced the neble 
contempt with whict the few remaining inhabitants had treated 
theiy master, as an ailyont that demanded the most exeurplary 
pubvishment. 


(To be cancluded in our next,) 





Interesting Particulars respecting Captain Wright and 
Licutenant Wallis. 


FEUTENANT WALLIS, second to that lamented victim 

+4 of the tyranny of Napoleon, Captain Wright, in the com, 

may of the Vincejo at the period of the capture of that yes- 

sc! by the French, who has recently eficeted his escape from 

his captivity ia Frence, and arrived safe in this country, ts, we 

wurderstand, to be promoted by the lords of the admiralty jo 
the rauk of commander. 

The personal hostility of Byuonnparte was directed in a par- 
tieular wanner against Captain Wright. That officer had been 
the favourite pupil, and confidential friend aud lieuienaat of 
Six Sidney Suith, in these services on the French coast, which 
excited sueh universal astonishment, and gave such alarm to 
the revolutionary governments in the earlier part of the last 
French war, and having been takea with Sir Sidney, on the 
veeasion of the gallant, bet in discreet boat-expedition from 
the Diamond, when the tide left them, was the companion of 
Sir Sidney’s memorable imprisonment in the Temple, and alsa 
vf the ¢elebrated escape from that prison; in the planning 
and execution ef which he had a principal share. Captain 
Weight subsequently acted a principal part against Buovaparte 
under St Sidvey in Egypt, often commanding tn the batteries 
aud breaches at the siege of St. Jean d’Acre, the first scene 
ot the fadure of Napoleen’s fortune, aud bearing also a prin- 
epal commaad in the corps with which Sir Sidney served on 
shove ia the grand expedition in Egypt, under Abercrombie 
aed) Llarchinsoa, 

bhaving thus honourably recommended himself to a large 
portion of Buonaparte’s hatred, Captain Wright, on taking 
ihe command of the Vincejo, for services of the most peculiar 
and important nature, off the coast of France, was particularly 
formidable, from the prior knewledge ot his talents aud cha- 
racter, tormed by the hand, and afice the model of the great 
master under whom he was brought up. Buonapaite soon 
found that Captain Wright executed the various duties of his 
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charge with all the holdness and address of an able partisan. 
There were few things so much dreaded by Buonapafte ws Cap- 
tain Wright's ability ® carrying on an intercourse With the if- 
terior of France; and when, by the unfortunate accident of 
bemg becalued under the fire of a vastly superior force, tite 
Vincejo was captured, be immediately gratified his revenge, 
and provided against the possibility of another eseape by the 
inurder of his victim; never assigning any reason ever for the 
severe confinement of Captain Wright, altogether mexcasabte 
according to the practice of civilized w: arlare, except ® cons 
fused string of ‘allegations, charging him with kwding royal- 
ists, and taking them off, and thus kee bing up the interests of 
the Bourbons, and exciting and fosieri ug disaffection to the 
Napoleonic dynasty; charges whieh, even if well founded, 
could not be deemed erinzinad in am enemy; and, according to 
all impartial judgment, would buat add to the meritoriots ser- 
vices: performed by Captain Wright for she cause of his sove- 
rergw and his country. 

On this pretext, however, Captain W. was sacrificed to the 
revenge and eastion of Buenaparte, who knew well what he 
had to dreaeh from such an officer. 

Lieutenant Wallis, the friend and companion of the unfor- 
tunate Captain Wright, was first lientenant of the Vincejo, at 
the time of the capture of that vessel on the Freneh cowst. 
Ow his examination, the severest threats were held out to in- 
duce him to criminate Captain Wright; and alchough he was 
not versed in the French language, he was repeatedly threatened 
with the torture for his ignorance. On the murder of iis Ja- 
mented commander, he was deprived of bis parole, and in 
stautly plaeed in close confinement im @ prisov at Verdan, site 
ated on the river Maese, After two ineilectoal atienpprts, le 
at length, succeeded in extricating himself from this disagree~ 
able situation. The entrance to his dungeon had two doors, 
each with a separate luck, which he was compelled to pays be- 
fore he could. reach the outer wall. By the means of false 
keys he was enabled to overcome this very reult y, and scaled the 
wall of fifty feet im height, withthe help of a kuotted’ rope. 
After experiencieg ‘many difficulties, he reacted Broges in 
safety, and get from thence to Blunkenburgh, where te ob 
tained a boat, and was taken on board the Cornwall Captain 
Owen, and reached’ Dover. He represents provisions of all 
kinds as exceedingly eheap. The generality of the Eng 
listy prisoners at Verdan were well; but from the cheapness of 
spirits, of a very inferior quality, many of the seaujen had se- 
verely suffered, 6 
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THE CRIMINAL. 


{From Mr. Holstein’s L’ Intriguante, or the Woman of the World.} 


tyne promiscuoos throng of an Enghsh multitude were as- 
sembled in massy oumbers, whose progressive steps were 
all bent in_ one successive course; curiosity, idle apathy, and 
the dull olin: look of wonder which dwelt on the features of 
some, was forcibly contrasted by the fear of feeling, the gasp 
of horror, and the more mingled, as well us contradictory emoe 
tions which were plamly legible on thetable of each more sen- 
sitive heart among the sons of Brita; yet did they volunia- 
rily assemble, with strange inconceivable eagerness, to witness 
the most anpaliing of objects,—the execution of a fellow-be- 
ing who stood coutessed, a guilty criminal, about to expiate by 
lite a deed of capital arraignment. 

Yet, women, and even children, crowded the canvas of a 
scene reploie with ali to affect and overwhelm the more tender 
feelings of humanity. But here, the most callous spectators 
of this horrid spectacle, who by a repetition of. such visits had 
babituaied their souls, to view unmoved the parting struggies 
of lite’s unnaturally arrested course, gazed with eyes unsoftened 
by a tear, with heart unmoved even by a commiserating sigh, 
on the culprit just launched with crimes of direct: magnitude 
into another, and an awful world, and thither sewt under the: 
mandate of condemnation from an earthly wibunal, to one of 
everlasting fiat! 

Yes, even such stoical spectators as these must haye felt 
struck by more than common emotion as they listened to the 
parting words, and contemplated the fine, captivating, inte- 
resting contour of hia, who, as the victim to crime, stood on 
the scaffold of justice, condemned by the mild laws of bis na- 
tive land to die the death of a malefactor ! 

Arnold Rutledge, scarcely entered on his twenty-third year, 
stood before a populace, hetoregencous, mixed, and nume- 
reas: addressing his fellow-mortais from a platform, in the 
plamtive anc softened voice of a penitent and coutiite sinner, 


an admonitor affecting, deep, and energetic, exhibiiing a faial, 


warning im bys own person to effaght and degen from the indul- 
gence of ptsston, the excess of which bad plunged him from 
the elevation of a siiuaden at ‘ance honourabie, respeciable, 
and estivabdic, to that abyss whence the eauipely humane 
Mind revolts, with mixed sensations of bexror, alarm, py, aod 
deiestation ! 

Convicied by evidence, full and incontrovertible, of the mut- 
der of bis patron, the parent of his worldly prospeets ! Tan- 
er UG, ait ot Glenearris, bod fallen by the rash upgoverned 
haud ot Armold Ruiledge, the son of an unforiunate wercan- 
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tile speculator ; himself a youthful barrister of the temple, re- 
nowned for eloquence, wisdom, aad probity; who, even at his 
last appearanee at the bir, had pleaded se energetically, so 
touchingly, and, to the feeling heart, sp unanswerably, on thet 
very subject of dreadful import, on that very crime of which 
he had wow himself beea the perpetrator! 

The soubaf Agnold was rent with anguish unspeakable, its 
emotions were beyond vhe power of language to depict, but 
its last vigurous powers were called into action, to paint, with 
all the giowing eloquence of pathos, the horrors of the crimi- 
nal mjud open the verge of an awfyj eternity, about tp expi- 
ate with life the violation of human jaws, and to answer the 
after-summons et the tribunal of an offeaded Deity! With 
solemn, impressive dignity, he addressed the multitude who 
flocked around the spot of execution ; a silence the most pro- 
found wad even respectful was observed towards the youthful 
speaker when he commeyced the exordium ; but as be pro- 
ceeded, interest superseded curiosity, and deepest commisera- 
tien drew the tears of sympathy, the sob of anguish, the throb 
of agony t Peeling hang suspended on the pathetic accents of 
Arnold, each heart beat respensive to the aoie which sounded 
from his tips, and the crime appeared almost lost in the con- 
templution of its atonement ! 

The las offices of religion had been teceived with touching 
earmmestuess, wiih trembling and contrite penitence, with hum= 
ble hepe of extended mercy from the Gat of his Creator, 
beaming from that divine attribute which reduseth nat the balm 
of forgiveness to the dying, when Juwly and humbly ‘he sueth 
for remission of his transgressions, w prostrate sabiuajssion be- 
fore the throne of his God 

‘The ence haughty brow of the young, the handsome, and 
@istiuguished Rutledge, was sow lowered; deep misery wus 
visible in the enguished expression of eyes, that alternately 
gazed on his feliow-beings, and then recoiled from their cen- 
templetion with shuddering emution; the heavy dew of men- 
tal suffering already gathered on his manly features, told with 
pathetic imterest the fearful tale of suffering; all worldly 
pride, or sublinary tenacity, faded unregarded; and the part- 
ing admonition of the penitent murderer teemed with senti- 
ments repleie wiih all that could reach the heart, coavince 
the mind, and sofien even justice into pity, ‘till.ber sword 
became entWined with the cypress of lamentation, and she 
would have turned aside her gaze,ere she could hive pointed 
is certain steel to the breast of one for whom nature pleaded 
With force almost resistiess! ‘Phe records of her.page breathed 
forth the past actions of his Jile, aud all, all seemed blameless 
bet the lust? Yet his soul was steeped in blood, his band haa 
deal a blow of deadly force, and-Glencarsis -was. laid low by 
Vel. 53. 78 that 
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that gusti of passion which mingled emotions had fatally 
raised-in the breast of the young and guilty Arnold! 

The drop fell as the fine-formed youth, the elegant, accom- 
plished unfortunate waved the last signal of adieu to this world 
of vice; and the name of his Redeemer, as he called upon 
his mercy in the anguish of a moment so dread, ‘was severed 
from the lips of his earthly tenement by the flight of that 
soul which then took its awful range to a world unknown! 


i 





On the prejudicial Effects of glittering Objects to the 
Eyes, with some Remarks, and an interesting Anec- 
dote. 


[From a judicious Pamphlet lately published, entitled, “ The Art of 
Preserving the Sight.”] 


“ TF any one doubts of the prejudicial effects which brilliant 

or glittering objects have upon a weak. sight, L shail 
convince,him of the truth of it, by reciting an instance which 
100k place with respect to a very worthy man whom | knew 
well. This person, from an idea that most kinds of food had 
been attended wiih prejudicial effeets to his eyes, deprived 
himself of the use of them all without scruple, and seemed 
rather disposed to encounter hunger itself, than to risk an ap- 
proaching blindness, which threatened him. But this care, ex- 
tended to a period of two years, was not only useless to him, 
but, in fact, had reduced him to a state of weakness that was 
alarming. Continued and tied labour during biseyouth bad 
brought his eyés to such a state, that he no longer believed 
them capable of cure; however his profession was one that 
obliged bir still to persevere, and his distress was great in mot 
being able to attend to it on any particular day, when he had 
taken supper on the preceding evening. It was natural, then, 
that he should attribute the augmentation of his complaint to 
what he had -eaten, although be had always taken. the neces- 
sary precautions during the night to procure a good digestion ; 
he theréfore resolved to cat no more during the evening ; -and 
from ihat moment a sudden change took place in his visual 
powers; the weakness, indeed, reinained, but, nevertheless, he 
was still able to eneounter a moderate degree-of lubour. 

« {ft happened one evening that | was introduced by a friend 
to h purty, frow which the master of the house was absent; 
but as they staid supper, and the party was a family one, he 
joided vus, notwithstanding his apprehensions of the otlect of 
the light. ln short, it was the very person of »whow I speak, 
aud-whomI now suw for the first tine; he_slightly. hinted to 
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me¢-his sufferings, when 1 observed, that he need not be sur- 
prised if his eyes should be. ill after such a supper as that be- 
fexe.us, when the table,was covered with such a number of bril- 
liantabjects, as could not fail to bave some, effect even upou 
the soundest organs, 1 added, that he had nothing to da but 
to banish every brilliant superfiuity, and that he would thea 
fiad that "no indigestion would ensue to injuie his sight. . He 
listened. to my advice, put aside his brilliant supper cquipage, 
fixed shades to his lights, and at the end of two years, honestly 
confessed to me, that be had never found himself in bette: 
health.” 

To this advice should have been added strong remonstrances 
against late hoats; which do great mischief, and are generally, 
though this case be an exception, accompanied by indulgences 
hurtful to the eyes. , 

It is a curions and interesting question, why reflected light 
is always prejudicial to the eyes? ‘The faet is undoubted. Oar 
author says, “ there is nothing more dangerous than for one 
to fix his eyes long upon the moon. There. are even, instaaces 
of astronomers, who, having been in the habit of observing it 
for a length of time without telescopes, or coloured glasses, 
have actually been totally deprived of sight.”"—-* During the 
day the moon may be safely inspected,” because “ the lunar 
light is not concentrated.”-—This phrase is ambiguous. The 
cause of danger in steadily fixing the cye on the lunar light is, 
because her rays are divergent :—they therefore demand addi- 
tional exertion in the optic powers of the eye to concentrate 
them to a point on the retina. The general spectator is not 
aware of this additional exertion, and therefore is apt to strain 
the parts without consideration. ‘Tbe same cause produces the 
same effect in glittering objects—polished plate on a supper+ 
table, for instance—owes its splendour to the rapid declination 
of the rays of light reflected from its surface : to gather these 
again into a focus irritates the eye. ‘The same is true of gems; 
also of a white washed wall—a most fatal (and in London a 
frequent) cause of weakness of sight. By the bye, London- 
ers, in many parts of the metropolis, engoy such feeble, scanty 
light, and: sometimes such brown light, that, combined with 
other causes, it may rather be wondered at that they preserye 
their sight at all, than that they are inclined to @ premature use 
of spectacles. 

“ One day a person happened tc be engaged with a party 
of friends, when some person entered the room without his 
noticing it, who ran familiarly to cover bis eyes with his two 
hands, desiring him to guess who it was that blinded him, [Lit 
ther unable, or perhaps not choosing, to guess the person’s 
name, he endeavoured to disengage himself from his hands ; 
but the stronger effort he “— for that purpose, the more 

, ; 7Be forci- 











982 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


forcibly did the othet press his hands apon his eyes, and this 
so long, and with sueh ieddly. effeet, thot the unforcunate 
man, wheh permitted to open his eyes, fownd himself. votatly 
blind. althongt there was no appuremt hurt deve to thre on 
gan! 


x 5 = = =~ - 


INTERDSTING TRIAL. 


YORKSHIRE. 





Larbs Sessions, Ocroser 8. 


A RHODES was charged with obtaining money on false 
_ preténces. Mz. Hardy stated the case tothe jury. He 
sard the prisoner had been (rictl at York on acharge of forgery, 
but inasmuch as the drawer of the bill was a real existing per- 
son, the learned jndge thought the charge of forgery could 
not be sustained. But it appearing that a (gross misrepresen- 
tation of the drawer of the bill had been given by the prisoner, 
and that extensive fraucs hdd been ‘committed by him, and 
persons associated ‘with him, on this account it was thought 
proper to prosecute the prisotfer under another form. . The 
fraud imputed to the prisoner in the \present indictment, was, 
that he indaced a person of the name of Jonn Wood to give 
notes for a fictitious bill for 20}. on his representation, that the 
drawer, James Taylor, was h respectable shopkeeper in Leeds, 
jn an extensive line of business—whereas this representation 
was unttue, no such person ‘being to be found in - heeds. There 
was, indeed, a James Taylor lived ‘at -Huddersfield, who was 
one of the persons implicated in these transactions, and the 
jury would infer fram this, how far this representation. could 
be carried. 

Mr. John Wood, of Bradford, stated, that ‘onuhe 7th of 
January, the!prisoner‘asked bit to give him inoney for a bill 
for 201.?—Withess said, he'would, if ‘it was a good one. The 
prisoner assured-him it 'was’a good one, and that the drawer, 
James Taylor, wits a ‘respectable shopkeeper at Leeds, in an 
extensive line of business: on this representation, the witness 
gave the prisoner 20 one-pound notes for the bill. Fhe bill, 
the witness said, he paid‘away in the course of business, ‘and 
after soine time it was feturned to him dishonoured. 

Mr. Maude here objected that there was no prouf that the 
bill had’ever' been presented, or refused payment, by the per- 
fons on whom it was drawn in ‘London, which, be contended, 
was nécessary to sustain! the-allegatioas in the indietmenh; be- 
cuuse, if the bill_was a good one, there was an end of the 
charge; 
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eharge; but the beach over-ruled this objection, and the trial 
went on. Jolin Wood proceeded to state, that when tlte~ bilt 
was returned, he went 10 Leeds, and endeavoured ts find J. 
Taylor, but without success. ; 

William Duttieid stated, that be was chief constable ‘of 
Leeds, in April last, and went to the house of ‘Thomas Rhodes 
to apprehend bim. He found him in bed: on-searchiug bim, 
be found two blank biils in his possession. 

Jos: ph Wilson stated, that he was in company with the pri- 
goner ai a public: house in Liversedge, im the early part of the 
present year, and that James Taylor was there, and a person of 
the name of Yates; they were employed in drawing biils, 
and they persuaded wiiness to draw and indorse several 
bills. , 

Mr. Made objected to this evidence as irrclevant, and the 
eourt coucerring im this objection, the proceedings of this 
mieetmrg were pot farther developed. 

Joseph Wilson stated, m bis cross-examination, that James 
| Daylor was at that time a shopkeeper in’ Hunslet. 

Mr. Maude addressed the jury on ihe part of the defendant, 
He said the jury must not outy be convinced thai the prisoner 
had been guiity of improper conduct, but they must be satis- 
fied by legal evidence that he was guilty of the specific fraud 
imputed to him,—that of obtaining money under the pretence 
that James’ Taylor was a shopkeeper of respectability. Of 
couise there were two things to be proved: first, that the bill 
Wiis a ‘bad one: add, secondly, that James Taylor was not a 
#hopkreper of respectabiliny, who lived at Leeds.or its neigh- 
bourhood; for he consideied Lunsiet, ia common language, as 
being in Leeds, just as Wesmminster was called London; ‘but 
no evideuce ha’ been offered on either of these points, and be 
Was therefore justified in contending that the jury were bound 
‘to wequil the prisoner. 

The chairman, (M. A. Taylor, Esg.y in addressing the jury, 
suid, that the point the jury bad to determine was this, whether 
Khodes, at the time he pai! the bill to Wood, meant to defraud 
him, ot whetier it was.a,fuir transaction,in trade. 

Mr. Maude here interrupted the chairwap, and. said, this 
Was not the issue the jury had to try, but, whether he! had ab- 
tained money vader the pretence of Taylor being a shop- 
keeper of respectability, he pot being se, and the .prisoner 
Knowing it. 

The chairman said he would not be interrupted, but would 
Charge the ‘jury in'his own way. In the course of his recapi- 
‘tulating ‘the evidence, Mr. Maude again interposed, and said, 
the chairman had «dinitted'to notice a fact whteh came out in 
‘the ¢ross-examination of ‘Wilson, Th 

’ @ 
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The* chairman again insisted that he would not be inter« 
rupted. : 

Mr. Mande said, he wished to manifest all:proper submission 
to the bench, but the judges at York were always thanktul 
for being reminded of any ‘circumstance they might have 
ountted. 

The chairman said, that he wished neither to be advised or 
remmded of the evidence, which he recollected as weil as the 
Jeusned counsel. He then proceeded om his comments with- 
ont further interruption ; andthe jury alter a few minutes.delis 
beration, returned a. verdict in the following terms :—aAll the 
twelve jury are of one mind, and find the prisoner guilty of des 
frevdipg a fellow creature. 

James Taylor was then placed at the bar, charged with a sis 
milar offence. He had negociated a bill for 801. tor which he 
had seceived the value in goods and money, drawn by Tho+ 
mas Rhodes, whom he described as a respectable merchant in 
heeds, bat who turned ovt to bea prisoner just convicted. 
After a very short trial, the jury found him guilty, and thé 
court sentenced both the prisoners to be transported for seven 
years. 








Progress of the Plague in Malta. 
5: Giornale di Malta, of the 16th of June, contains the 


following account of the progress of the pestileutial dis; 
order prevailing there :— 


* On the 9th of June, died of the plague 24 persons, and 
26 were taken ill, with suspicious symptoms. On the 10th, 
32 persons died, and 23 were taken ill. On the 11th, 27 died, 
and 40 were taken ill. On the 13th, the number of those who 
died wus the same, bat fortunately only 14 were taken ill. 
On the 14th, 36 died, and 17 were taken ill. On the 15th, 
39 died, and 15 were taken ijl.” 

On ihe 19th of June, a Journal Extraordinary was published, 
containing an account of the progress of the disorder from 
the 15th of April, when it ‘first made iis appearance, to that 
tine, and of the measures and regulations adopted by the ma- 
gistrates and committee of health, to prevent as niuch us pos- 
sibte its spreading. It concludes as follows: 


“ Considering that we inhabit a city of no great extent, but 
overcharged with an immense population; considering, alsa, 
the extensive commerce the:e carried. on, the varrowness of 
some of the streets, and the closeness of the houses, in whi¢h 
the inbabitants are, as it were, heaped one upon another, it 


might 
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might well have been expected that the plague wonld -have 
caused a much greater devastation on this island. But aet- 
withstanding its propagation is favoured by so many ‘cirebin- 
stances, ‘it appears: that its progress has been io reality slow, 
andiof little consequence; as since the 18th of April to, the 
present day we reckon only 518 to have died of the plague— 
‘amortality which, when compared with the vast pepulation of 
the place, cannot be considered as prodigious : the indefatiga- 
‘ble cares of the government and the comunitiees of the island 
: have prevented it from being greater.” 

We understand that: the greatest precautions were taken to 
prevent the spread of the infection : and hope was entertained, 
that as the heat of summer became more intense, the disease 
would be gradually extinguished. Such, at least, is the: usual 
effect of the ardent summer heats at Alexandria and. other 
places of the Levant, where the plague is an annaal visitant. 

When one of a family dies of the plague, the infection, if 
any remains, generally discovers itself trom the twelfth to the 
fifteenth day after. All the proclamations of government, 
added to the exertions and persuasions of the deputies of ithe 
eight districts, have not proved sufficient to stop the communi- 
cation betwixt families and individuals, who try all means in 
their power to deceive the guards at the gates which divide the 
districts. In my district, only six have died since the 22d ult. 
occasioned by the intercourse of two individuals with a neigh- 
bouring district, where two whole streets have been put under 
strict quarantine. I have not heard of a single instance of 
death by the plague amongst the British inhabitants, either in 
Valette or in the villages.” 

It was confined to the lower orders; and no Englishman, 
mercliant, or soldier, had been affected. From the 22d of 
May tothe 15th of June, the average of deaths was thirty 
aday; from the 15th of June to the 20th, they did not exceed 
twenty. 

The following is believed to be an accurate account of the 
introduction of the plugue into Malta. A vessel arrived there 
on the Ist of April, from Alexandria, and it was reported that 
a contagious fever was on board, The ship was immediately 
ordered into a strict qnaraatine. ° ‘The fever, as it was mise» 
named, not subsiding, after thirteen days, the vessel was or 
dered to leave the harbour, and return to Alexandria. Jutel- 
ligence was afterwards received that twelve bales of goods 
were missing; and no doubt is entertained of their having 
been fraudulently introduced into Matta, Their Joss cannot, 
at least, be accounted for ig any other way; and their transter 
to the isinnd has Leen most fatally evinced by consequences. 

Generaily speaking, death succeeds the infection in 86 hours. 
Preeautionery measures were only pursued by the English, 

v as 











936 THE ‘WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


as the natives would vot believe, for a long time, that it was 
the plague. It has spread through Casal, Isola, Floriana, Ss. 
Jélini) Vitoriosa,* Barmola, and every part of the islavd of 
Malta, Gozo has not been infecred, nor Lampedoza. Fort 
Manuel was cleared out as a place te put those 10 who had aot 
the disease, but bad been ia infected houses, or ubose who bad 
survived) in intected families, That fort destroyed those who 
were sent in the first instance. ‘Tose infected ie town are al- 
lowed to. remain iu their own houses, tf they ane respectable 
persyas, and the houses airy. An the country ali remain in thee 
ewe honses. ‘The town is divided inio: eight disteicts, which 
are separated drum each other by bassiers; a market is esta 
biished sn each, and no. communication ss held between them, 
exvept by permits from ihe depaties, af: which there are thsee 
te.eacit district, who visit all the houses:datly, and it any body 
is ul, send for a doctor, If the symptoms are those of the 
plague, a bearer is. brought, aud tae infecteg peison carsied off 
to liort Manvel, the house is shut up, and a senwy placed at 
the door. The deputies are gentlemen volunteers. A large 

police is emablished, pio tempore, who do all the duty wath ree 

gasd to the phigue ; the men empioyed ia taking iutected peo 

ple away, and Larying. the dead, are shaves, whe, af they sure 

vive, are paid four dollars a day, and get their ircedom besides. 

Greek volunteers, ulsv, do this duty, Shops (all Luta few 

which are licensed) are shut up; ne vesting, all a @ comple 

state of quaraatme; ail papers fumigaied ; Woops couhned ip 

the forts and barracks; all wen goin: ou poord rab sheir be 

dies all over with oil previous to mounting; parade as usual ae 

the Palace-yard. 





ROMAN ALTARS. 


Roman altar was lately dug up on the scite of Hadrian’s 

wall,on Mr. Law’s estate, near Carlisle, on which, uc 
cording to an English translation, there was the following in- 
scription :— Marius, centarion of the first Aélian legion, sta- 
tioned’ at the wall, has gratefully erected this to the ‘God 
Mars, the deity of the place.” Another altar, recently found 
near the same place, has inscribed, “ The Emperor. Diocle- 
tian, pious, prosperous, and august, commanded this to be 
erected by the: first number of the cavalry of the Roman al- 
lies.” On another stone is inscribed, * The century of Case 
sius Priscus.” 
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REFLECTION. 


qe is nothing of equal importance to a careful prepa- 
_ tation for death and eterniiy, 





Description of Highgate Archway, near London. 


prnses ARCHWAY, through whicli the new road 
has its course, is 36 feet high, aud half as mach in width. 
lt is formed of stone. flanked with substantial brickwork, 
and surmounted by three semi-arches, carrying a bridge 
wide enough for two carriages abreast. Hornsey-lane, an 
ancient cross-road, is continued over this bridge, (for which 
alone the archway has been constructed), while the new 





road passes underneath at the depth of about sixty feet. 
| From the top of the bridge, which is formed with an ele- 
gant balustrade of stone and composition, the spetiator em- 
braces a delightful. view over the surrounding country and 
the city of London ; the cathedral of St. Paul forming a 
very striking feature in the landscape. ‘The foundation stone 
of tiie archway was laid by Edward Sinith, esq. on’ the 31st of 
October, 1812, as is recorded on a brass plate affixed at the 
southern entrance. The work being dedicated to his royal 
highness the Prince Regent, the following inscription is in- 
tended to be cut'in large characters over the south entrance to 
| the archway: ** Geo, Aug. Fre. Wallie, P. R. Regis Sceptra 
| Gerenti.” When the enlivening hand of nature shall, in the 
course of one or two summers, have thrown a little verdure 
over the immense mounds of earth raised on each side of this 
road, the tout ensemble will present one-of the imost pleasing 
objects in the vicinity of the metropolis. Yet the ground 
saved in travelling is not much above an hundred yards; 
there is, however, a considerable, though a gradual rise in the 
toad, and the tolls demanded, (4d. for every horse drawing, 
3d. for each saddle hoarse, and 1d, for every foot passenger, 
to be paid both goiag and coming) is certainly a full 
equivalent for all the accommodation. thus afforded to the 


public. 





A QUESTION, ly R. BROOKS, of MANYERS. 


SUPPOSE a ball is shot from a cannon perpendicularly 
upwards, with the velocity of 1920 feet per second. Re- 
quiced tie height the bail will ascend, supposing no resistance 
in the sir. 
Vol, 58. 7 C Answer, 








58 


Answer, by S, Duck, of Poalg, to P. Ninnis'’s Charage,inserted September 13. 


t*t The like answet bas beer sent by J. 'W. of Chasmouth, and R. R. 
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HILE heavenly SOLACE sways the mind, 
‘To happiness it 18, consign’d. 





Broad, of Falmouth. 





ed 


A REBUS, by ¥. Kerby, of Helstone. 


Reptile pray selegt with care; 
A famous adaira! declare ; 

A tree that is in Java secn ; 
A poet, bards, I’d have you ween ; 
A British king. he is no mere, » 
You then will for my last explote : 
And then you'll have befote Your eyes 
A virtue thatd fondly prize. 








An ENIGMA, by a Lad ¥f Tavistock. 


H® motley nature of the creature man, 
Let those describe andand analize whocan ; 

*T would take a deal of Latin, Hebrew, Greck, 
And all the useless tones that scholars peaks 
The height and depth, and qualities to find 
QF that.odd puzzle-cap, the human mied. 
* Tis said by cunning clerks (and. who else can ?) 
Favy firss fills the little mind of than! 

Others declaré; ambition, from his birth, 

Directs his agtions ilk Ais latest breath : 
Howce’er this, be,—that from his very youth 
Man is a tyrant, \s 1 fear a fruth. 
‘Thro’ vis,ble creation say what thing, 
Whether of nimble foot ur rapid wing, 
Whether the ¢grtb its refuge or the wave, 

hat does not find within his maw its grave? 
See--—-with two two bony paws he grasps me round, 
I. whoam thinand lapky.as a haund. 
My brother is more stout than [, "tis true, 
Bat then, ['av mach the tallest Of the two. 
The wily tyrant binds with thongs of ‘leather 
My noddle and my brotber’s fast, together. 
And then, from marning c’en ’til) dusky night, 
Bids him alott in air pursue his mazy flight: 
Not hke old Sadler, who in snug: ballon 
Makes many a grand excursion te’sd the moon, 
While thousands view, rejuic’d,tbe wondrous feat ; 
While thousands only gap, that he might ear: 
My brother's flight from yeo’rous views proceed ; 
He mounts aloft that other tolk way feed, 
But naked quite my brother takes his round, 

_ And then is thrown tremendous on the ground ; 
Thrown with nice air and scientific swing; 
‘That make the floor and make the welkin ring. 
‘Tyrant beware—guard well your sconce of lead, 
For now he whizzes round aod round yotir head, 
Kevenge is his! take care, or else-he swears 
ile’ beat yous leadea brains abows your gars. 
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THE SHIPWRECKED SOLITARY SONG. 


TO THE NIGHT. 
BY KIRKE WHITE. 


HOU, spirit of the spangled night, 
I woo theé from the watch-fower high, 
Where thou dost sit to guide the bark 
f Jonely, mariner. 


The winds are whistling o’er the woulds, 
The distant main is moaning low; 
Come, let us sit, and weave a song— 

A melancholy song. 


Sweet is the scented gale of morn, 
And sweet the noontide’s fervent beam, 
But swecter far the solemn calm 

That marks thy mournful reign. 


I’ve pass’d here many a lonely year, 

And never human vojce bave heard ; 

I’ve pass’d bere many a lonely year, 
A solitary man. 


And I have linger’d in the shade, 

From sultry: noon’s hot beam: and I 

Have knelt before my wicker door 
To sing my’ evening song. 


And IJ have hail’d the grey mora high, 
On the blue mountain’s misty brow, 
And try’d to tune my- little reed 

To hymns of barmony. 


But never could I tune my reed, 

At morn, OF Hoon, Or eve so sweet, 

As when upon the ocean shore 
Phail’d thy star beam mild. 


The day-spring brings not joy to me, 

The noon it whispers not of peace; 

But Oh! when darkness robes the heavens 
My woes are mix’d with joy. 


And thea I talk, and often think 

Aerial voices answer me! 

And Ob! I am not then alone— 
A solitary man. 


And when the blust’ring winter winds 
Howl in the woods that clothe my cave, 
I lay me on my lonety mat, 

And pleasant are my dreams, 


And fancy gives me back my wife, 
And fancy gives me back my child: 
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She gives me back my little home, 
And all its placid joys. 


Then hateful is the morning hour 

That calls me from the dream of bliss, 

To find myself still lone, and heat 
The same dull soynds again. 





The deep-ton’d winds, the moaning sea, 
The whisp’ring of the hoding trees, 
‘The brook’s eternal flow, and oft 

The condor’s hollow scream. 





_ ——~ 
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THE LOVELY BRUNETTE. 


Found thee, St. Mary,* a snug little isle, 

Where the loves and the graces bewitchingly smile, 
Where I met the dear nymph whom I ne’er shall forget ' 
Since I first caught the eye of the lovely brunette, 





Not of delicate form, or of masculine mien, 

But just such a medium as rarely is seen ; 

A bright orb of beauty, which never will set 

* Till death spreads a cloud o’er the lovely brunette. 


[ know not her mansion—I know not her name— 

Whether priz’d by the great, or unnotic’d by fame; 
u' my heart bears her image—and oft [ regret, 

I may never more gaze on the lovely bruncte. 


Yet should J, low’d island, return to thy shores ; 
should I once more behold what my bosom advres ; 
All my cares and my sorrows: Ili. swiftly forget 
As I bask in the smiles of the lovely brunette. 
AUGUSTUS. 
* One of the Scilly Islands. 








Epitaph transcribed from a neat Grave-Stonc, in Wolverly Church-Yard, 
in Worcestershire, dedicated to the Memory of James Worrell, who for 
the long Period of forfu Years filled the Office of Parish-Clerk. The 
Stone was erected at the Expence of the present Clergyman of the 
Place, and the Inscription is said to be the Pvoduction of jis own Clas 
sieal Pen. 


HILE courtly bards adorn each statesman’s bust, 
And strew their laurels o’er the warrior’s dust, 
Alike imimortalize; as good and great, 
He who destroy’d, and he who sav’d the State; 
Surely the muse, a rustic minstrel, ma 
Drop one wild flow'r upon a poor man’s clay ; 
This artiess tribuce to his memory give, 
W hose life was such as heroes callie live; 
In worldly knowledge, poor sndeed his store ; 
He knew the village, and he scarce knew more ; 
‘The worth uf heavenly truth full well be knew, 
In faith a Christian, and in practice too. 
Such Worrell was » execed him ye who can, 
Go imitate the virtues of that man. 


